THE ATTACKS ON THE CORUNNA ROAD
service." That was how I found nearly all Spaniards,
They were cautious and reserved, but they did not care
anything for money. It hardly existed so far as they were
concerned.
In Avila there was a bright and cheerful society,
amazingly simple in their ways and manners. There were
a number of young girls, but even war-time excitement
did not make them, as the French say, "throw their
bonnets over the windmills " Half a dozen of the pretti-
est and brightest were always to be seen together. It was
taken for granted that they were looking for husbands, and
they were laughingly described as "the chaser squadron.5*
It has been said that a Spanish woman, after marriage,
is relegated to the home and that her only tasks then are
going to church, bringing children into the world, and
looking after them. It is certain that the Spanish woman
does go to church a lot, and has many children, but she
certainly does not appear to think that she is "relegated"
anywhere. She is bright, she laughs most of the time,
usually displaying pretty white teeth, and she appears to
take good care that her husband pays her the necessary
attention and does not court anybody else too long. The
Spaniard is not, perhaps, as polite to women as we or the
French are, but he is fully occupied in seeing they have a
good time. On the other hand, he equally insists on the
family life being kept up, and when a Spaniard and his
wife go away somewhere it is always with all the children
and two or three nurses and maids. The old romantic
idea of Spanish women sitting with fan in hand behind an
iron-barred window must be dismissed as belonging to a
century long past. The Spanish girls would be the first
to laugh at it.
The month of January had come to an end, and, after
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